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18th International Antalya Piano Festival Commenced with a Magnificent Night!
MENDERES TÜREL AND MANOLO CARRASCO 

 PERFORMED THE SONG ‘MEMLEKETİM’ TOGETHER
18th International Antalya Piano Festival commenced with a magnificent performance by Manolo Carrasco and Menderes Türel. The 18th edition of one of Turkey’s most important art events, International Antalya Piano Festival hosted Manolo Carrasco who is one of the most prominent performers of “Piano Flamenco” on November 1st. Hosted by Antalya Metropolitan Municipality, the highly anticipated music festival by artlovers, brings together many musicians from the world of classical music, jazz and flamenco with music lovers once more.
Accompanying Manolo Carrasco in the song ‘Bir Başkadır Benim Memleketim’ with his piano at the festival’s opening concert, Antalya Mayor Menderes Türel said, “Music is one of Turkey’s most important wealth. I believe as a city with the mission of introducing Turkish culture to the world, Antalya also has a mission in the field of music. In this journey our piano festival has become an inspirational tradition. We continue our efforts to make Antalya a city of music as well as the capital city of music.”
Along with world famous conductors Leonard Slatkin, Gürer Aykal and Hakan Şensoy; famous local and international artists such as Manolo Carrasco, Stéphane Blet, Cem Esen, Emre Elivar, Ariadna Castellanos, Çağ Erçağ, Nurkan Renda, Luz Casal, Güher & Süher Pekinel will be at the star-studded festival this year. The festivals’s art direction is undertaken by Turkish orchestra conductor Gürer Aykal.

18th International Antalya Piano Festival commenced with a magnificent performance by Manolo Carrasco and Menderes Türel. At the first concert of the 18th International Antalya Piano Festival, which is held November 1st-December 2nd this year, one of the most prominent performers of “Piano Flamenco” and who delighted music lovers in Antalya with his concert last year, Spanish Flamenco pianist Manolo Carrasco took stage with his special performance ‘Sounds from Spain.’ Saluting the audience after his much appreciated concert which was accompanied by warm Flamenco tunes and an impressive dance performance, Carrasco performed the song ‘Bir Başkadır Benim Memleketim’ with Antalya Mayor Menderes Türel and was long applauded.
6 flamenco dancers and 7 musicians accompanied Carrasco, during his presentation of the best examples of Flamenco and classical music since the 19th Century by world famous names such as Francisco Tarrega, Enrique Granados, Isaac Albeniz, Manuel de Falla, Luigi Bocherini, in his special performance ‘Sounds from Spain.’
Speaking at the festival’s opening ceremony, Antalya Mayor Menderes Türel said, “The 18th International Antalya Piano Festival starts off tonight with a Mediterranean wind. Important Spanish pianist and composer, Honorable Carrasco was here at our festival last year and he is here with us this year as well. It is a great source of happiness for us that the festival opens with this concert. We hope that our series of concerts which will continue after this one with many great artists will make you experience a true musical feast.”
Talking about their continuous efforts to make Antalya a city of music as well as the capital city of music, Türel continued his words, “Music is an important wealth of Turkey. The roots of our music contain the richness of musics of 3 continents. However, just as it is with Turkish cuisine, Turkish music is also not at the place it deserves in the world. I believe as a city with the mission of introducing Turkish culture to the world, Antalya also has a mission in the field of music. In this journey our piano festival has become an inspirational tradition. I would like to thank all of our former mayors, Honorable Gürer Aykal and all the artists performing in the festival before you. My biggest thanks go to the people of Antalya who let us experience this festival.”
At the International Antalya Piano Festival this year; 
Stéphane Blet who claimed a special place in the music world by adapting Liszt’s major work Faust Symphony and who has 12 Turkish-Ottoman Rhapsody compositions;

Young and talented Turkish pianist Cem Esen who will present for the first time at the recital held ‘In Memory of Kamuran Gündemir’ his piece which has been specially prepared for the International Antalya Piano Festival;

World famous Turkish pianist Emre Elivar whose talent has been awarded many times at International piano competitions;
Spanish pianist and composer Ariadna Castellanos who has been deemed by music authorities as “one of the most interesting jazz musicians of her generation”; 
One of Turkey’s most talented cellists Çağ Erçağ and one of the most talented guitar virtuosos Nurkan Renda; 
Unforgettable Spanish voice of Pedro Almodovar‘s film ‘High Heels’ “Spanish Diva” Luz Casal;
Many stars from the world of classical music, jazz and flamenco such as world famous Turkish piano soloists Güher & Süher Pekinel will meet with the audience.
“CITY OF ART” ANTALYA WILL BE THE HEART OF MUSIC!

The International Antalya Piano Festival, whose art direction is helmed by Conductor Gürer Aykal, will have artlovers in Antalya experience unforgettable days full of music with its program packed with surprises.
One of Turkey’s most important orchestras, ‘Antalya State Symphony Orchestra’ and the ‘Mediterranean Philharmonic Orchestra,’ which has been founded by the support of Antalya Mayor Menderes Türel as the orchestra of the International Antalya Piano Festival, will accompany famous soloists at the Antalya Cultural Center and will be lead by world famous conductor Leonard Slatkin, Gürer Aykal and Hakan Şensoy.

OPENING CONCERT FROM MANOLO CARRASCO
At the festival which will continue on November 4th with a concert by Gürer Aykal led Antalya State Symphony Orchestra and world famous pianist and composer Stéphane Blet, following the Manolo Carrasco concert which was held in Antalya Cultural Center (AKM);
Young pianist Cem Esen at the traditional recital ‘In Memoriam of Kamuran Gündemir’ on November 8th, 
Pianist Emre Elivar with Gürer Aykal led Antalya State Symphony Orchestra at the Composers of the Republic concert on November 10th, 
Ariadna Castellanos with Flamenco Jazz on November 17th,
Çağ Erçağ (Cello) & Nurkan Renda (Guitar) re-interpreting Anatolian tunes with symphonic rock accompanied by Hakan Şensoy led Antalya State Symphony Orchestra on November 22nd,
‘Passionate Voice of Romance’ Luz Casal on November 26th, 
and formed by 100 young musicians, Kepez Municipality Children and Youth Symphony Orchestra, will meet with music lovers at Antalya Cultural Center on November 29th.
GÜHER&SÜHER PEKİNEL ON STAGE ON DECEMBER 1ST-2ND

Known as Turkey’s most important festival and much praised locally as well as internationally, International Antalya Piano Festival, which is a member of the European Festival Association (EFA), will end with a concert led by world famous Conductor Leonard Slatkin on December 1st and 2nd. In the final concerts, The Mediterranean Philharmonic Orchestra will accompany Güher and Süher Pekinel who have an extraordinary poetic musical sense, a characteristic style and a special place in the international music arena. Güher and Süher Pekinel, who have been awarded numerous times throughout their careers, will meet this time with music lovers in Antalya following recitals at prominent music halls in Europe, the Far East and the United States.

In all of the events in the 18th International Antalya Piano Festival, 468 musicians will take the stage.
Links:
18th International Antalya Piano Festival Official Website: www.apf.com.tr
Instagram – @apfsocial - https://www.instagram.com/apfsocial/
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/piyanofestivali
Twitter - https://twitter.com/apfsocial
Tickets at Biletix! http://www.biletix.com/etkinlik-grup/133006418/TURKIYE/tr

